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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT 

Every SHG must be a Puravalar of a public library. Every 
member of SHG must be a member of a public library. 
Reprography services i.e. Xerox copy in District and Branch 
Library through SHG will be made by local library 
authorities. For that purpose Govt, should give special 
assistance to the concerned SHG for purchasing Xerox 
machine and stationeries. If this area has more than one 
SHG, this system will be made through rotation basis. For 
cleaning and other related activities, this work will be 
entrusted to Women SHG. Library will conduct periodical 
meeting for uplift of their empowerment. Library may 
conduct extension service.Now this article generates new 
relationship of these two concepts. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Women’s empowerment is a process in which women gain greater share of control 
over resources, namely: material, human and intellectual i.e. Knowledge, information and 
ideas. Financial and above all control over decision making at home and in community, 
society and nation. Though the women empowerment is one of the major goals of the 
government which cannot be achieved quickly as our society dominated by the male 
decisions and the same dignity and honour to women both at family and social level takes a 
long time. The rural women of both farm and nonfarm families are denied the right to the 
decision-making in their families. It may be because of the system is not conducive for the 
women to take part in all the decision making processes. Women’s empowerment in India 
heavily dependents on many different variables that include geographical location 
(urban/rural), educational status, social status (caste and class), age and so on. However, 
there are significant gaps between policy advancements and actual practice at the 
community level. 
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International development organizations define that empowerment has three 
distinct levels such as individual empowerment, community empowerment and 
organizational empowerment. Individual empowerment is a process of transformation that 
enables an individual to make independent decisions and take action on the basis of the 
decisions to make his life meaningful. Three core components of this are an individual’s self- 
identity; their decision-making capacity; and their ability to effect change. Community 
empowerment is described as the process of enabling communities to mobilize towards 
change. Community empowerment is also involved capacity building, whereby communities 
build networks or community groups and then mobilize these groups to take action on 
certain issues. For example, participants describe community mobilization to construct safe 
water sources or to provide healthcare to underserved groups. Resource provision is another 
mechanism of Community empowerment identified, which is involved direct provision of 
supplies or services to a community to facilitate capacity-building initiatives. Empowerment 
of organizations is described in two contexts: where empowerment of a local partner 
organization is a focus of collaboration, or where it is a by-product of collaborative activities. 
Examples of organizational empowerment include assisting local partner organizations to 
improve their operational effectiveness or to expand their programmes. These are 
categorized into five domains of empowerment such as health; economic; political; natural 
resource; and spiritual. Each of these domains is distinct, yet they also overlap. There are 
many programmes for women empowerment. 

SELF - HELP GROUP 

Self-help group (SHG) is one of the women empowerment programmes and it is a 
village-based financial intermediary generally composed of 10-20 local women. Members 
make small regular savings contributions for a few months until there is enough capital in 
the group to begin lending. Funds may then be lent back to the members or to others in the 
village for any purpose for small interest. In India, many SHGs are 'linked' to banks for the 
delivery of micro credit. Self-Help Group may be registered or unregistered one. It typically 
comprises a group of micro entrepreneurs having homogenous social and economic 
backgrounds; all voluntarily coming together to save regular small sums of money, mutually 
agreeing to contribute to a common fund and to meet their emergency needs on the basis of 
mutual help. 

Ravi, et al.(2012)M study made an attempt to analyses the difficulties of women SHG 
members on getting microfinance loan in Namakkal District of Tamil Nadu, India. The 
Results showed that the lack of proper guidance is the first and foremost problem faced by 
the sample SHG members. Most of the members are not well educated and they are not 
familiar with the rules and regulations for availing in the banking services. They are in 
need of proper guidance. It is suggested that the government and NGOs should take 
necessary steps for providing proper guidance to the SHG members. Venkatalakshmi and 
Ambujam (2012)have conducted on ethnographic action research in a rural area of Tamil 
Nadu, India. Self-Help Groups are set up in the villages by women, in order to do many 
businesses and they may access ICTs (information and communication technology) in their 
day to day business. Women have some access and have learnt to use some of these modern 
ICTs and do make use of them in improving their communication. They explore the level of 
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knowledge of ICT and how it has benefitted the self-help group women and the barriers for 
the self-help group women in accessing ICT tools. The members were not much aware of the 
ICT tools and its benefits. It can be concluded that the Television is the most important 
media to be used to create awareness of the ICT among the SHG members. Sometimes the 
Magazine and newspaper advertisements may also create awareness among the members 
who are using these media to get the information. The level of education and the media are 
important barriers in access of ICT tools by the SHG members. 

UNESCO Manifesto for public libraries states, “The public library is a practical 
demonstration of democracy’s faith in universal education as a continuing and lifelong 
process in the apparition of the achievement of humanity in knowledge and culture. It is the 
principal means whereby the record of man’s thoughts and ideas and the expression of his 
creative imagination are made freely available to all. It is concerned with the refreshment 
of man’s spirit by the provision of books for relaxation and pleasure”. The aims of public 
library are to provide free access to its holdings and offer free information services to all 
citizens of the area. The public library is increasingly being looked upon as a Community 
Information Centre. Public library service meant for education, information, recreation, 
aesthetic appreciation and research. It serves the public without any discrimination of 
caste, creed, age and sex, status, and educational attainments. 

The Govt, of Tamil Nadu has given eight programs with a view to build a broader 
public base with the support of the local people. 

• To acquire free site for every library. 

• To enroll every educated person as a member of the library (6.52 million). 

• To fulfill the basic requirements of the libraries such as racks furniture, utensils and 
electrical fittings through public donations. 

• To open part-time libraries at the rate of two to each library. 

• To get books, dailies and periodicals through public donation, to every library 

• To enroll patrons who donates a minimum of Rs.1000/- to every library and develop 
library movement. 

• To house every library in its own building 

Fidishun’sl 3 ! results of a qualitative survey of 184 women library patrons give insight 
into why and how they use library and information technology and how they learned to use 
that technology. Women discuss what services they particularly value, including traditional 
services like printed books and reference and also their appreciation and use of the 
Internet, including the library’s Web site and databases. Trends showed that women are 
still the ones who bring children to the library and encourage their use of books. They also 
value the library as a place of solitude where they can find books or by themselves. Women 
use a variety of resources outside of the library to locate information as they make choices 
about how to find information in everyday life. It will be important for public libraries to 
discover ways to increase their role in educating women about library use, particularly 
electronic resources, and how to effectively locate and evaluate information from the Web 
and other resources so libraries can remain a vital part of lifelong learning. Satpute (2008) W 
stresses that Public libraries play a very significant role in National development. He stated 
that the society had established and maintained various institutions to meet its different 
needs. The public library is one of such institutions which look after the educational, 
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cultural, and recreational and information needs of the society. How public libraries 
promote the women SHG for their empowerment is discussed. 

PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICES FOR WOMEN 

Dissemination of information to women widens their horizons and gives them self- 
confidence. Education of women is an investment in the nation’s future. Public library is an 
education centre for illiterate women. In our country literacy figure for female is very low. 
Therefore, the urgency for women education is more. If they become literate and have 
minimum education, it will be helpful for proper upbringing of our future generation. This 
objective can be successfully achieved by the public library through librarians by way of 
conducting literacy programmes, on health information and self-employment. 


Table 1: Libraries and SHGs in Kanyakumari District 


SI. 

No. 

Name of the 
Blocks/ 

Municipalities: 
Year: 2013-2014 

Library 

Population 

SHG 

Branch 

Village 

Part time 

Total 

Population 

Women 

Literate 

Women Lit 

SHG 

Members 

Per library 

1 

Agastheswaram 

2 

18 

3 

23 

163842 

82461 

136897 

67880 

111 

1935 

5 

2 

Raj akkamangalam 

0 

16 


16 

163484 

82410 

136508 

67750 

144 

2558 

9 

3 

Thovalai 

1 

4 

1 

6 

120926 

60870 

98890 

48451 

118 

2122 

20 

4 

Kurunthancode 

4 

20 


24 

197591 

98935 

163288 

80590 

136 

2388 

6 

5 

Thuckalay 

0 

9 


9 

187865 

94660 

157221 

78065 

160 

2838 

18 

6 

Thiruvattar 

1 

4 


5 

176681 

88644 

144969 

71375 

145 

2526 

29 

7 

Killiyoor 

1 

20 


21 

171727 

86903 

140658 

70010 

197 

3428 

9 

8 

Munchiri 

3 

4 

1 

8 

199967 

100723 

160165 

79114 

190 

3342 

24 

9 

Melpuram 

2 

7 


9 

197566 

100460 

160846 

79839 

239 

4187 

26 


Municipality 


10 

Nagercoil 

1 

7 


8 

224849 

114911 

194361 

97907 




11 

Padmanabapuram 

0 

0 


0 

21342 

10824 

17911 

8944 




12 

Colachel 

1 

0 


1 

23227 

11460 

18702 

9168 




13 

Kuzhithurai 

0 



0 

21307 

10768 

18322 

9104 





Total 

16+1 

109 

5 

131 

1870374 

944029 

1548738 

768197 

1440 

25324 

11 


(Data compiled from various Govt, depts.) 

Source: Census 2011 


From the table above it is observed that Kurunthancode block has more number of 
public libraries and second in number of population,but the least in Thovalai block. As per 
SHG, Melpuram block has more number of SHG and Agastheswaramhas the least where 
more number of public library. The least number of public library is in Thiruvattar block 
where as SHG is 145. In this block per public library has an average of 29 SHG. Hence 
there is no relationship between SHG and Public Library. Now this article generate new 
relationship of these two concepts in the below said method. 


Volume 02, Issue 04, Version I, Oct - Dec’ 2015 


20 











































Sukumaran et at., (2015) 


PUBLIC LIBRARY ACTIVITIES TOWARDS SHG 

The government also thought it was necessary to involve public in the library 
movement. For this, a scheme named as Puravalar Scheme was introduced and Puravalars 
have joined in this scheme by paying Rs. 1000/- each. The amount is deposited in the bank 
and the interest accrued thereon is utilized for purchase of newspapers in the name of the 
patron concerned. The patrons are awarded with a certificate and their names are written 
in the patron list kept in the library concerned. Every SHG must be a Puravalar of a public 
library. Public Library will give institutional membership to the nearest SHG. Library 
allows to the SHG members to borrow books through this institutional membership orevery 
member of SHG must be a member of a public library. Reprography services i.e. Xerox copy 
in District and Branch Library through SHG will be made by local library authorities. For 
that purpose Govt, gives special assistance will be made to concern SHG for purchasing 
Xerox machine and stationeries. If this area has more than one SHG, this system will make 
through rotation basis. For cleaning and other related activities, this work will be entrusted 
to Women SHG. Library will conduct periodical meeting for uplift of their empowerment. 
Library conduct extension service i.e. tour programme, excursion, field visit and orientation 
programme with the involvement of women SHG members. Library will import training on 
basic knowledge of computer and internet services (ICT) to SHG members. Library 
motivates the member of SHG for effective reading; it is pre-requisite for full participation 
in modern society. 
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